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 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 A priest, a rabbi, and a Baptist minister went fishing one day. Because they had been friends and spiritual 

companions for a long time they decided to take the opportunity to unburden themselves and confess their sins 

to one another. The priest went first: “I really struggle with greed,” he said, “in fact, it’s so bad I’ve sometimes 

taken money out of the alms basins on Sunday.” The other two shook their heads sadly and said they’d pray 

for him. Then the rabbi said “I really struggle with gluttony. In fact, just the other night I ate a whole bucket of 

KFC by myself and washed it down with a bottle of whiskey.” The other two shook their heads sadly and said 

they’d pray for him. Finally the Baptist minister looked up from his fishing rod and said “I have a terrible 

problem with repeating gossip and I can’t wait to get back to town after this trip!” 

 Fishing and confessing sin are both themes that leap out from today’s reading in Luke as Jesus calls the 

first of his disciples to leave their fishing nets and come follow him. In the midst of this scene of calling we 

have this remarkable line from Peter, spoken in response to the miraculous catch of fish that Jesus brings 

about: he falls at Jesus’ knees and says “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 

 Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man. If you look at the whole story of humanity’s encounter 

with God this is actually a quite common response. In our reading from Isaiah the prophet has a similar re-

sponse to his vision of God, saying “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 

people of unclean lips.” Others in the Hebrew scriptures and the Gospels respond to God’s presence in a simi-

lar way.  

 In part this tells us that an authentic encounter with God will often – perhaps not always, but often – leave 

us initially feeling very small and weak and sinful. Though God made us to live in communion with him 

through the Son in the Holy Spirit, very often our first reaction to God’s presence in our lives is to simply say 

“Go away, Lord.” Go away and leave me alone. Don’t mess up the life I’ve built for myself, the world I’ve 



 

All Saints Episcopal Church www.allsaintsfranklin.org  

constructed where I can imagine that I’m in control and that I am safe from the difficulties of life. Go away, 

Lord, and let me do what I want to do. Many times the implication of our response to God’s presence is often 

this: “Go away, Lord, for I am a sinful person – and I like it that way.” As the minister in the joke might say, 

“I like gossiping and I can’t wait to get back to my friends to tell them what the priest and the rabbi have been 

up to.” 

 Peter’s response here at the Sea of Galilee in Luke chapter 5 is particularly striking in the context of some 

of the themes that Luke emphasizes in the chapters to come as he describes Jesus’ life and ministry. If you’ve 

been at adult forum the last few weeks, as we’ve gone through an introduction to the Gospel of Luke, you 

know what some of those themes are. I’m particularly thinking of Luke’s emphasis on the poor, the outcast, 

and those living at the margins of society. Luke will return again and again to the way in which Jesus reached 

out to those that society rejected, the way in which he was especially concerned for those who were getting the 

economic short end of the stick, and the way he cared particularly for the destitute and the desperate.  

 As soon as the next two Sundays we will find ourselves face to face with this theme – and this theme will 

return again and again as we read through Luke this year. Next Sunday we will hear Jesus say – as he does in 

both Matthew and Mark – “blessed are the poor” but we will also hear him say, uniquely in Luke’s Gospel, 

“woe to the rich.” Two weeks from today we will hear Jesus challenge us to love our enemies – not just our 

friends, or our church, or our tribe – but to actually, really love our enemies the way God loves his enemies. 

And I’m afraid the Gospel of Luke only gets tougher from there. What will become of us on Sunday, Septem-

ber 29, when we read the story of Lazarus and the Rich Man and hear Jesus condemn a decent, job-creating 

millionaire to hell because he didn’t take of the health and well being of his poverty stricken neighbor? 

 Long before we get to the end of the Gospel of Luke we may all be quoting Peter: “Go away, Lord.” Go 

away and leave us alone because by your standards we are sinful people and, frankly, we’re not sure that we 

don’t just prefer to keep doing what we’re doing.  

 Before we give up, though, we should hear, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the words that Jesus speaks 

today to Peter in response. Peter says “go way, Lord,” and Jesus’ answer is “do not be afraid.”  

 God is not out to get us. God is not blessing the poor and saying woe to rich because he wants to torment 

us. Do not be afraid. God is not calling us to love our enemies because he wants to trip us up with impossible 

tasks. Do not be afraid. God is not highlighting the danger that wealth presents to our souls because he hates 



 

All Saints Episcopal Church www.allsaintsfranklin.org  

success or accomplishment. What is happening to us in the Gospel of Luke is that we are encountering in 

Christ a God whose inclusive embrace is so much bigger than ours, whose generosity is so much deeper than 

ours, whose passionate love for his enemies is so much stronger than ours, that what we call inclusion, gener-

osity, and love are weak imitations by comparison. Do not be afraid. All that God is doing in Christ, and speak-

ing to us through Christ, is for our help and benefit that we, as the Father’s adopted children, might grow up to 

be the inclusive, generous, loving people that we were created in Christ to be.  

 The first step to not being afraid is to admit that we are afraid: to confess that we have too often been like 

Peter and said to God, “go away, Lord,” and by doing so “we have sinned against God in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.” Once we can admit to ourselves that God is so 

much bigger, so much more generous, and so much more passionate in the way he loves than we ever could 

have imagined – and that, frankly, that scares us a little bit – then we are prepared to receive the blessing of 

Christ’s Holy Spirit. It is the blessing of perfect love which casts out all fear and sets us free to start becoming 

the children of God that we were created to be.  

 In other words, fasten your seat belts and put on your crash helmets, because this year’s ride through the 

Gospel of Luke is going to get bumpy. Some Sundays we are going to hear and be forced to think about things 

that we would often rather ignore. But it’s going to be okay, even if it sometimes makes us uncomfortable or 

angry, because what we will be experiencing is our Father’s love expressed to us in  the words of Christ and in 

the shaping, transforming work of the Spirit. What we are going to experience is a God who loves us too much 

to let us go and loves us too much to not help us become all that we can be.  

 And that love of God in Christ is the gospel. It’s the good news that God is going to make us better than 

we were and make our future brighter by far than our past. 

 Amen. 


